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THE PARISH OF EWHURST WITH OKEWOOD & FOREST GREEN

“But who am I, and who 
are my people, that we should be  

able to give as generously as this?  
Everything comes from you,  
and we have given you only  

what comes from your hand.”  

1 CHRONICLES 29:14 (NIV)  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THE PARISH OF EWHURST WITH OKEWOOD & FOREST GREEN

THE PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL
BACKGROUND 

The PCC is a corporate body established by the Church of England and operates under 
the Parochial Church Council (Powers) Measure. It has the responsibility of co-operating 
with the incumbent, Rev. Clare Shepherd in promoting to the ecclesiastical parish the 
whole mission of the Church: pastoral, evangelistic, social and ecumenical. It also has the 
maintenance responsibilities for the Church and the Church grounds.  The PCC is regis-
tered with the Charity Commission.  

MEMBERSHIP  

Members of the PCC are either ex-officio or elected by the Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting (APCM) in accordance with the Church Representation Rules. During the Year 
the following served as members of the PCC:  

Incumbent Rev. Clare Shepherd

Ordained Licensed 
Minister

Rev. John Marsh

ChurchWardens Jackie May, Jane Harry, Tony Brimelow, Peter Bennett

Representatives on 
Deanery Synod

Mike Brady, Liz Tingley, Janet Templeman

Elected Members Shirley Dighton (Pastoral Assistant), Val Henry, Jan Jesson 
(Pastoral Assistant), Michelle Matthews (Treasurer), Jan Moir, 
Sarah Smith (Safeguarding), David Steel, Angie Thomas, Barry 
Thomson, Patrick Thompson, Clive Ward, Amber Wood

Co-opted Joanna Cadman (Secretary), Matthew Sparkes 

In attendance Liz Coleman (Parish Administrator), John White (Licensed 
Lay Minister)
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THE PARISH OF EWHURST WITH OKEWOOD & FOREST GREEN

REPORT 

The PCC, drawn from members of the three churches within our parish, meets every oth-

er month.  The Standing Committee meets monthly and the church committees meet on a 

regular basis:  the ‘In Church’ committee deals with all matters within the Church, includ-
ing worship, music, rotas, provision of refreshments and education; the ‘Outreach’ com-

mittee has the remit of bringing the church to the wider community; the Fundraising 

committee has the task of raising much needed funds for the church. (The work of these 

groups is currently being reviewed). 

The PCC comprises both ordained ministers, four Church Wardens, three Deanery Synod 
representatives, twelve elected members, and two co-opted members. The Licensed Lay 

Minister and Parish Administrator also attend. 

Following an eighteen month vacancy, we are now very fortunate to have been able to 

welcome Rev. Clare Shepherd as our Rector.  Clare took up her ministry in October 2018. 

The method of appointing PCC members is set out in the Church Representation rules.  
All church attendees are encouraged to register on the Electoral Roll and to stand for 

election to the PCC. 

Links with the Baptist Church remain strong, with social and pastoral ties.  The church’s 

magazine, News and Views, is produced and distributed jointly and reaches every house-

hold in the parish of Ewhurst. 

ELECTORAL ROLL 

In accordance with Church of England regulations, this year we were required to create a 

new Electoral Roll. This process happens every six years. In doing so, the Church of Eng-
land say, ‘the continuing validity of the Roll is maintained’. 

• The total number of people on the new electoral Roll is 167 (last year 205) 

• This is made up of 105 people at St Peter and St Paul Ewhurst (last year 124) 

• 53 people at St John the Baptist Okewood (last year 57) 

• 9 people at Holy Trinity Forest Green (last year 24) 

• We lost 55 people from the previous electoral Roll, but gained 17 new names. 

Joanna Cadman, Hon Secretary to the PCC  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THE PARISH OF EWHURST WITH OKEWOOD & FOREST GREEN

THE RECTOR

At the time of writing, I have been your Rector for 6 months and 5 days. Will and I moved 

into the lovely Rectory in Ewhurst in September and I started work on October 2. What a 

wonderful and full six months this has been. 

It’s a new and exciting period in the life of our young parish. I have often joked that I 

came to interview for this job because Archdeacon Paul Davies told me that there is a zip 
wire in the Rectory garden. Rest assured, that is a very small part of the reason. There are 

so many other things that brought me here and more that I’ve discovered since starting. 

The fact that we have three very different worshipping styles in our three churches is a 

great strength. We have traditional worship led by a robed choir at St Peter and St Paul, 

Ewhurst, a more informal charismatic style at St John the Baptist, Okewood and contem-
plative evening worship at Holy Trinity, Forest Green. This diversity is something that I 

wish to nurture and encourage. As we read in 1 Corinthians 12: 12-27 the body of Christ 

has many parts, and we all need each other. I hope and pray that we can learn from each 

other and learn together as we centre ourselves upon Christ.  

Another wonderful strength of this parish is the number of people engaged in the min-
istry of the church. Throughout the vacancy period the parish has been led and supported 

by an engaged and dedicated team of clergy and lay people. Rev. John Marsh, our As-

sistant Minister, and John White, our Licensed Lay Minister, were both re-licensed last 

year, and I am very thankful for their continuing support and ministry. The Rev. Rose-

mary Mason has also been a great support particularly at St Peter and St Paul. The 
Church Wardens have done an excellent job through the vacancy, particularly through the 

challenges that faced our three churches during the formation of the new parish. Special 

thanks go to our two retiring Church Wardens, Jane Harry and Jackie May for their hard 

work and leadership. I look forward to continuing to work with Tony Brimelow and Peter 

Bennett along with our two new Church Wardens. And then, of course there is all the fan-
tastic outreach and the faithful teams behind it all. There are too many ministries for me 

to mention here, but you can read about each contribution in this annual report and how 

it represents a huge amount of work and dedication. I thank you all. 

There is no such thing as a Christian who is not involved in ministry in some way. Eph-

esians 4:11-16 reminds us of five different roles of apostle, prophet, evangelist, teacher 
and pastor. Early on in my incumbency I encouraged each of us to consider which of 

these ministries we might be called to. This does not mean that we all need to have official 

roles in the church. Each of us is called by God to be part of the mission and ministry of 

our church in our daily lives. There are so many other spheres of influence that we are in-
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THE PARISH OF EWHURST WITH OKEWOOD & FOREST GREEN

volved in as the body of Christ outside of the life of our parish. One of my many prayers 

for us as a parish is that we will each discover our own calling from God as we grow in 

unity in our faith, centred on Christ. I have already seen evidence of people hearing God’s 

calling on their life. We are sending three people on an occasional preacher’s course this 

year, and I will continue encouraging lay leadership in our services and throughout our 
parish. I have been encouraged and blessed by our Monday morning prayer meeting at 

Okewood Church and the ministry and mission team that meets afterwards. It has also 

been wonderful to see the relationship between our parish and Ewhurst Baptist Church 

deepening through this year’s joint Lent course. 

Last but by no means least, it is my intention to work with the Ministry & Mission team, 
our new wardens and the PCC to build a Church Development Plan. This will result in a 

clear vision, mission and values for our parish. It will also give us some clear plans and 

areas of focus for growth, both in our own discipleship as well as bringing new people into 

a relationship with God. 

As you read this wonderful report, give your thanks to God for his great faithfulness and 
generosity to us. And ask that God would help us to grow in numbers, grow in our knowl-

edge of Jesus and grow in our mission and ministry to those around us. I look forward to 

continuing this journey of faith with you in the years to come. And I ask that you pray this 

prayer with me: 

God of mission,  
Who alone brings growth to your Church 

Send your Holy Spirit to give vision to our planning 

Wisdom to our actions, and power to our witness.  

Help our parish to grow in numbers, in spiritual commitment to you, and in 

service to our local community. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Rev. Clare Shepherd  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THE PARISH OF EWHURST WITH OKEWOOD & FOREST GREEN

CHURCH WARDENS’ REPORT
ST PETER & ST PAUL, EWHURST 

The continued hard work of so many people this past year has made sure that our church 

has remained as an active focus within the village community despite the challenges of 

being in vacancy for most of the past year. Clare and her husband Will were welcomed at 
a special Induction Service at Ewhurst in October, presided over by Bishop Jo of Dorking. 

The service involved people from all three churches of our new parish and was followed 

by a celebration in the Wilson Room. The re-organisation procedures to become the new 

Parish of Ewhurst with Okewood and Forest Green are complete but there is still much to 

do to make sure our new parish works together as a whole. 

The wardens of the three churches have tried to involve all the churches jointly in as 

many things as possible and this has been continued since Clare’s appointment. Also at 

Ewhurst, we still retain our close links with Ewhurst Baptist Church. All our special 

events and services have continued this year, thanks yet again to the commitment of so 

many people and the willingness of everybody to make sure they are welcoming, well run 
and enjoyable. Sadly, due to lack of support, Sonny’s Cafe is now only operating on Fri-

days. Our thanks go to Roy Hislop and his team who have run the cafe for many success-

ful years. Happily, Roy will continue his popular Friday slot. We were again very grateful 

to the Cranleigh clergy team and to Rev. Rosemary Mason who assisted the Lay Leader-

ship Team before Clare’s Induction. We are very pleased that Rev. Rosemary Mason con-
tinues to give us support as needed. 

Our PCC secretary Joanna Cadman, after many years’ service, has stepped down from 

that role due to extra commitments to Ewhurst Parish Council. We thank her for the 

many minutes and agendas she has provided for Ewhurst PCC and, until this year, her 

organisation of the Church Electoral Roll and the planning of APCM’s. All her work and 
commitment has been much appreciated in the smooth running of PCC affairs. The 

Parish Administrator, Liz Coleman, has now taken over the role of Electoral Roll Officer 

for the expanded parish and we hope to appoint a new PCC secretary for the new parish, 

after the Annual Meetings in April 

This year, we have sadly missed Don Watson and John Westaway, two key members of 
our congregation who both worked in so many ways to support the work of the church. 

We also said goodbye to other members of our church: Gerald Stacey, Peggy Sutton and 

Brian Whorlow, and in the wider community, Richard Cleaves and Wendy Bollans who 

both supported the church through their work with Ewhurst Parish Council. We give 

thanks for the lives of all these people and the support they have given the church. The 
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THE PARISH OF EWHURST WITH OKEWOOD & FOREST GREEN

new Memorial Garden is now being used for the burial of ashes with names inscribed on 

the new Memorial Wall and this will be the area for future burials of ashes now that there 

are no vacant plots in the existing Memorial Garden. 

Publicity plays an important part in what we do and the use of flyers, posters, local maga-

zines, Welcome Packs, the church website and Facebook help to get our message out to 
both the village and the wider community. The website has been kept up to date by Geoff 

Harry and he now tries to reflect all the events taking place in the new parish. Cat Strange 

has now handed over the Facebook page to Will Shepherd. Our thanks to Cat for her work 

on this aspect of our church. Our thanks also go to the many church members who work in 

the community, helping others on a regular basis, spreading our message by what they do. 

As churchwardens, we have been busy with the fabric of the church and the surrounding 

churchyard. The final Heritage Lottery Fund Grant of £180,200 has been approved to-

wards the estimated cost of over £260,000 to deal with the Chancel roof, the most dam-

aged of the church’s roofs. We have also received grants from The National Churches 

Trust and Churchcare. Sadly the estimates for the work on the Chancel were much higher 
than expected and the work to the South Transept and Nave will not be done until a new 

grant can be applied for. This will be an important project for several years. (There is a 

separate Report on the Roof Repair Project). 

The work to the bells came to an end this year, with two new bells and six refurbished 

bells now hung and ringing and the bell chamber fully refurbished. The success of this 
project has all been due to the hard work of the Bellringing Team led by Jan Jesson and 

Clive Ward. (There is a separate Report on the Bells Project).  

The churchyard continues to benefit from the impressive amounts of work done in all ar-

eas. John Rapley and his team, mainly Jean Overton, continue to maintain the grounds to 

a high standard and are gradually reducing the hedges. Geoff Harry continues to help 
keep the lower part of the main churchyard bramble free and the grass and wild flowers 

are returning. Volunteers have kept the Memorial Garden, flower beds and baskets look-

ing both smart and colourful. A major work party in the lower church yard has tamed the 

grass but this still needs continuous maintenance. 

 Jackie and I are both standing down as wardens this year and as mentioned throughout 
this report, none of what we do could happen without the commitment of so many people 

within both the church and the village community. We both thank you for this support to 

us, as we have worked together over the past years. We are sure your support will contin-

ue with the new wardens. 

Jane Harry & Jackie May, St Peter & St Paul, Ewhurst 
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THE PARISH OF EWHURST WITH OKEWOOD & FOREST GREEN

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST, OKEWOOD 

This first year of the new Parish started in the Vacancy for all the churches, and St John 

the Baptist carried on as we have been for the previous year or so, with various members 

helping to lead and fulfil the roles that are required to keep the church running. The 
church has a congregation of approximately 30-40 regulars, although not all are there 

every week, so weekly numbers vary from the teens to the thirties. Of these members, 

most are directly involved in some form or other in the running of the church on a weekly 

basis, and also on the up keep of the church.  

Since October we have welcomed Clare Shepherd as our new Rector and along with her 
husband Will we are starting to see some changes that will I’m sure bring new life and en-

thusiasm to our Church and services. 

This year there have been no major projects undertaken at the church, as the fabric is still 

in good working order from the recent major upgrades that have been carried out.  

We are thankful to all those who contribute their time and skills to the common benefit of 
St John’s which combines to make a lively and friendly church which belies the very rural 

situation in which the church is located.  

This year Barry Thomson, Jan Moir, David Steel and John Marsh have continued to lead 

us, and also now been joined by John White and Clare Shepherd. The music group led by 

Peter Bradley continues to lead us in worship, with a very dedicated support cast of musi-
cians & singers. At the end of December we were sad to say goodbye to Keith Field (of 

Cranleigh Baptist Church), who has been pianist at the 5th Sunday on the month for some 

time. He has decided that he needs to concentrate more on his home church, as they are 

faced with musical changes there. We are thankful for his time, skill and joy he has 

brought to Okewood over the years. As Keith departs, we welcome Will Shepherd and 
Stephen Root, who have taken on the 2nd Sunday of each month. So far this has been pos-

itively received, and I don’t think anyone has lamented the passing of singing to recorded 

music – especially the technicians up in the Gallery.  

To further the leadership capability, Barry Thomson has undertaken an Occasional 

Preachers course led by the Diocese, and Shirley Dighton has completed a Pastoral As-
sistant’s Course.  

It is good to see that Megazone is still thriving with an enthusiastic group of children, led 

and nurtured by the dedicated Youth team led by Sue Godby and Anne Charlesworth. 

We also would like to thank our loyal groups of folk on the various rotas that keep the 

church running. This includes the sidesmen/women, flower arrangers, teas & coffee mak-
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THE PARISH OF EWHURST WITH OKEWOOD & FOREST GREEN

ers and technicians who help make the services run smoothly. A special mention and 

thanks should be reserved for Belinda Crabbe, who makes, bakes and grows a variety of 

goods for her stall at the church each Sunday to raise money for the benefit of the Friends 

of Okewood. 

Home Groups continue to be an important part of our church life with four groups meet-
ing regularly. These groups provide a valued and important opportunity for learning to-

gether and fellowship amongst the groups that go much further than can be achieved at 

Sunday services. 

On a practical side, we have continued to be blessed by the hard work that Mairi Inglis-

Jones puts in to looking after the grounds of the church, and we have appreciated how 
well the churchyard looks. This is also down to the efforts of Alex Dew and his team, who 

have wielded strimmers and lawnmowers etc over the year. Thanks to all. 

Lastly I would like to say a great big Thank you to Tony Godby, my predecessor as 

Churchwarden, for the past and indeed ongoing dedication he shows in giving his time to 

make sure things are looked after. His efforts go beyond his duties as Sacristan, and the 
fact that he is usually at the church earlier than everyone else to get things stared, and 

keeps a good eye on things is greatly appreciated by all.  

Tony Brimelow - St John the Baptist, Okewood 

HOLY TRINITY, FOREST GREEN 

The past year has been one of maintaining the services in anticipation of the arrival of our 

new rector, Rev. Clare Shepherd, in October. This has only been possible by means of 

supreme efforts of many people especially those who have come to lead and preach 
through this difficult period. Our grateful thanks go out to Gill Christie, John Marsh, 

Rosemary Mason, David Steel, Barry Thomson and Shirley Dean-Webster. 

The Fun Family Service on the second Sunday of the month continues with great flourish. 

It was the idea of Fiona and Matthew Sparkes who live in the village and although follow-

ing the format of a standard service is considerably shorter and more ‘child friendly’ with 
many of the children taking an active part during the service. There is always time for ac-

tivities based around the theme of the service which has ranged from decorating ginger-

bread men to making sheep. In the lighter evenings, we were able to have the after-ser-

vice refreshments outside where the children had great fun playing with each other but 

during the winter it has been hot soup and rolls within the church. This service has cer-
tainly contributed to an increase in our weekly average for attendance, but we always wel-

come more families and their children. The strength of this service needs to be capitalised 
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on and we need some more helpers on hand to keep the momentum going. Please contact 

either Fiona Sparkes (01306 621166) or Eileen Bennett (01306 621252) if you want and 

would be able to help out on a regular basis. 

The 9 Lessons and Carols service was a huge success with over 110 people coming along 

to enjoy a wonderful service. Many thanks to all the readers, choir and musicians all too 
numerous to name individually.  

The ‘Friends of HTFG’ organised a fund-raising event in October and an organ concert 

was most successful raising over a £1,100 to go towards the strained glass window re-

pairs. Our grateful thanks go to Philip Drew, Harriet and David Hansell for their wonder-

ful show which was enjoyed by all who attended. 

About the actual building, this remains in reasonable condition and has not required any 

major work over the past year. The access road to the church has deteriorated over the 

last year, despite temporary repairs, and we will be looking at getting this upgraded in the 

spring of 2018. The plan for this coming year is to get the stained-glass windows repaired 

and refurbished. We have already applied for a faculty and hope to have the work done 
during May and June of this year.  

The Church grounds and graveyard are now being maintained and looked after by Alex 

Dew and his team. We thank them for these great efforts.  

Finally, our grateful thanks go out to all the sides-people, flower arrangers (led by Deirdre 

Cunningham), cleaning team (led by Di Cuthbert). All of whom do wonderful works in 
keeping the church the little wonder that we all appreciate.  

Peter Bennett - Holy Trinity, Forest Green 
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DEANERY SYNOD

Since June 2018, we have attended two Cranleigh Deanery Synod meetings with the fol-

lowing being discussed: 

26 June 2018 @ St. Nicholas Church, Cranleigh 

Ewhurst with Oakwood & Forest Green: The Synod was advised that the Rev. Clare 

Shepherd had been appointed as the new Rector of the Parish. 

Partnership with Father Nael of Nazareth: During a recent visit to the Deanery, Father 

Nael hoped that the Deanery would be able to arrange for a group of Young people & 

adults to visit  Nazareth in 2019 to help run a  holiday club there. 

Main Meeting: Presentation by the new Archdeacon of Surrey, The Ven. Paul Davies. 

After talking about his Parish ministry in Wales & being the Archdeacon of Bangor & An-

glesey, he explained that the title “Archdeacon” came from the Greek meaning “ a head 

servant” or “servant leader”. 

He also spoke about the “Pastoral Heart” in relation to the Clergy & Church Wardens & 
also the “Strategic Head”: especially about how we can shape & prepare ourselves for mis-

sion. 

The Archdeacon also asked the Synod to consider some of the strengths & challenges that 

the Deanery faced. 

Some of the feedback included the following :- 
Strengths: Activities for Youth, the Supportive team for the Clergy (especially during an 

Interregnum), That the Deanery was a stable Community & that the Parishes have good 

leadership & are welcoming & friendly. 

Challenges: The Deanery consists of mainly small rural parishes, some of which feel iso-

lated & who  sometimes feel working with teenagers can be challenging, they also rely 
heavily on a small cadre of volunteers which makes it hard to comply with some of the re-

quirement needed for “safeguarding,  high property prices also tends to put young fami-

lies off from moving into the area. 

Finally, the Archdeacon circulated a paper entitled “Transforming Deaneries”. 

6 November 2018,@ Shere Village Hall 

A resolution to increase the Deanery fee for eligible Lay representatives from £15 to £20 

per person, was proposed & passed. 
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Main Meeting: Presentation on Stewardship by Juliet Evans, Diocesan Stewardship Adviser 

This included a discussion on how we talk about money within our churches and also in-

cluded some of the “challenges” and “joys to celebrate” of Stewardship within the wider 

church. Also suggestions that included, letting neighbouring parishes know that you are 

planning a Stewardship campaign, looking at other church websites to see how they high-
light stewardship and giving, and that it might be useful for treasurers if they got together 

across the Deanery. 

Mike Brady, Janet Templeman & Liz Tingley - Deanery Synod Representatives  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WOMEN’S & MEN’S MINISTRY

KINDRED SPIRITS (WOMEN’S MINISTRY) 

Pavilion Café 

We seem to have settled nicely into a Community Café representing the 5 churches and 

villages, which hasn’t altered with the split of our Parish.  We felt the loss of the school 

Mums and their little ones but have increased our patronage with more locals making us 

a regular stop.  Roll on the good weather when we can have the tables outside again – we 
need the space!  Not just Ockleyites attend, but visitors from Capel and Forest Green as 

well as the odd passer-by. We have more volunteer servers Pat Maguire, Jane Waugh, Iris 

Spruce, Margaret Zandona, which is a great help.  All food is donated by the servers, we 

only take expenses for our Bacon Butties on the last Wednesday of the month.  It is hard 

work but so rewarding, especially as we donated £3,000 to charity last year and have al-
ready donated £1,180 this year.  A big thank you from Kindred Spirits to all who visit us 

and drop their donations in the basket. 

Women’s Breakfasts 

We have reduced our Women’s Breakfasts to 4 per year plus joining the men for the 

Mixed event.  We have enjoyed a good range of speakers, including the Salvation Army 

and the Royal National Lifeboat Institution, which is enhanced by the wonderful catering 

done by Belinda, who also does all of our advertising, e-mails etc. Shirley Dean-Webster 

organises our Speakers.  It is a good way to start the weekend in good company, average 
20-25 ladies. 

Belinda Kerry, Eileen Bennett, Penny Fraser,  
Shirley Dean-Webster, Shirley Dighton - Kindred Spirits team 

MEN’S MINISTRY 

During 2018 we arranged four Men’s Breakfasts and one Men & Women’s Breakfast at 

Oakwood Hill village hall which are held on a Saturday morning. 

The dates and speakers were: 

• 17  February – Simon Allaby, founder of the charity “TurnThe Page” (formerly 6.19 Trust)  

• 24 March (Men & Women’s breakfast) - Eddie Martin, founder of the charity Myra’s Wells.  

• 19 May – Justyn Larcombe, founder & CEO of Recovery Two (gambling addiction).  
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• 18 August – Jonathan Longstaff of the well-known charity Gideons International. 

• 3 November – Roger Murphy, a full time evangelist.  

Attendees at the men’s breakfasts averaged 25 – 30 and for the Men & Women’s break-

fast we had over 80 guests. 

Our fortnightly Men’s Home Group continued throughout the year at Peter Bennett’s 

home “Whetlands” in Forest Green and we are indebted to Eileen and Peter for their hos-

pitality. 

  
During the year we studied the “40 Days With Jesus” course and the “Just 10” course fea-

turing Canon J. John.  

There are 9 members of our group and new members are always welcome. The meetings 

are very informal and are suitable for both mature and new Christians or enquirers.  

For more information contact Barry Thomson on 01306 621234 or barry.thomson@bt-

connect.com. 

Barry Thomson, Men’s Ministry Coordinator  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THE GLEBE COFFEE MORNING

The Glebe Coffee Morning is a weekly event to reach out in Christian love to provide 

friendship and care to villagers of all ages, especially those living alone, the elderly, isolat-

ed and those new to the village. 

We have had another very successful year. Each Wednesday morning there are up to 30 

participants, including residents from the Old Rectory, who join us on a regular basis. 

There is a warm happy atmosphere at each week’s gathering.  

The Coffee Morning is run jointly by the Parish Church and the Baptist Church in 

Ewhurst. This team is ably supported by a rota of loyal volunteer helpers. They provide 
transport, friendship, support and a delicious assortment of cakes to accompany the tea 

and coffee each week. This year we have been delighted that Thelma Spiers and Rosemary 

Mason have joined our happy band of helpers. 

In addition to our weekly meetings, we have special occasions for Christmas and Easter, 

in which the clergy of both churches participate. We were pleased to welcome Clare, our 
new Rector and Jill, the new Baptist Minister. At Christmas the year 2 class from the Vil-

lage School entertain us with songs and carols. There are fundraising Bring and Buy 

Mornings, a Helpers Get Together and an annual outing for a pub lunch. In addition this 

year we are planning a summer tea party. 

If you know of anyone who might benefit from the friendship of our coffee mornings or 
you are able to help, please let me know. 

 Sally Thompson, Secretary  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YOUTH, CHILDREN & FAMILIES

“Start children off on the way they should go, and even when 
they are old they will not turn from it.” -  Proverbs 22:6 

The Youth and Children’s Team of volunteers have continued to run the church and out-

reach activities for children and young people in the Parish. We regularly meet as a group 
to share resources, ideas and plan events, services and Sunday morning sessions together.  

Here’s an overview of what currently goes on. 

TREASURE SEEKERS 

Treasure Seekers is the Sunday School at St Peter & St Paul, Ewhurst. 

• Core of 6 wonderful youngsters who attend regularly with another 3 (just as won-

derful) who attend at other times. Age range 7 – 14 years  

• Continue to meet on Sundays twice a month during Common Worship Commu-

nion services on Sunday mornings 

• Children now join in with communion 

• During activities they enjoy reading and discussing bible scripture as well as get-

ting creative with the related craft 

• Most of the children are also involved in other church activities (e.g. 20/20 team, 

Junior Choir) and so see each other at least once a week 

• Treasure Seeker group had a great time socialising with children/youth from the 

other churches in the parish at the Christmas party and a trip to Air Hop 

• Running the Treasure Seekers is possible due to an enthusiastic and committed 

team of 3 leaders and 2 helpers. 

Sarah Smith, Treasure Seekers Coordinator 

SNAK YOUTH GROUP 

SNAK was started in The Wilson Room at Ewhurst with the idea of providing activities 

for children growing out of Treasure Seekers. We meet on a Sunday evening once a 

month for just over an hour. The aim is to cater for children of 8 - 12 years although we 
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take slightly younger children (particularly brothers and sisters) if they are keen to come. 

We only meet once a month and try not to clash with half term, holidays and other church 

activities. 

We like to try activities that are in some way connected to the season of the church. Last 

year we built the Easter Garden at the front of the church and made miniature trug bas-
kets out of card filled with chicks and small eggs for those who come to the Glebe coffee 

mornings. Biscuits were made with a flame-shaped cut-out that was filled with melted 

boiled sweets. The children planted tomato seeds and were given a seed potato with a 

challenge to come back later in the year with some produce. We cut stencils from paper 

and screen-printed tote bags with poppy designs. Before Christmas we had a longer ses-
sion on a Saturday afternoon and mixed, cooked, marzipan-ed and iced miniature 

Christmas cakes. They were decorated with icing stars or holly leaves and each child 

made a cake frill and put the cakes on a board covered with foil. Some of the children 

rang handbells in the carol service with the ringers. 

The children help with family services if they are needed and took part in the service for 
the blessing of the bells. 

I hope to find a suitable time to keep the group going. I would like to thank Rosie and 

Arthur for helping with the group and the adults who step in when they are not available. 

Jan Jesson, SNAK Coordinator 

MEGAZONE 

Megazone happens at St John the Baptist, Okewood and continues to meet every Sunday 

at the Ark except for special services and the monthly all age service in which they take an 

active part. We are very pleased to have a teenage leader helping to run these sessions.  

We have 10 - 12 children aged 3 – 14 years who regularly attend and sessions are run by a 

committed team of 4 leaders and a number of helpers.  

We continue to use the Energise resources and divide the group for part of the sessions to 

cater for the range of ages. As well as craft, cookery, art and creative prayer we have more 

digging in to the bible and discussion for the older kids.  
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TEENAGERS 

The Youth Team maintains relationship with this age group through involving them in 

Church activities e.g. helping at Holiday Club and Sunday morning groups as well as be-

ing encouraged to attend Christian holiday weeks.   

20.4teens has raised sufficient funds to employ a part-time Youth Leader for at least 

three years. Recruitment was on hold until the new Parishes were established and now 

discussions are underway to explore how we could best employ the services of a youth 

leader. 

OUTREACH  - HOLIDAY CLUB, EVENTS AND OUTINGS 

This year the Youth team ran a very successful holiday club based at Ewhurst School over 

five mornings. The newly formed Parish Youth Team has enjoyed working together and 

sharing ideas and skills. Once again we had fantastic support from members of the 
church family who volunteered to lead and help at the event, which was themed ‘Adven-

ture Cruise’. Parents joined us for the final evening’s award ceremony and gave us some 

fabulous feedback.  

The children and leaders from the whole Parish had a great time socialising with chil-

dren/youth from the other churches in the Parish at the Christmas party and a trip to Air 
Hop 

The team took an active part in village and church outreach events, manning the bouncy 

castle at Okewood Flower Show, taking part in Ewhurst Carnival and the Rectory Fete.  

FORWARD PLANNING  

• Appointment of a Youth Leader 

• Existing activities will continue and develop  

• The Youth Team prays for continued growth and development of work in the Parish, 

especially for the right person to join us as a Youth leader. We look forward to an excit-
ing year ahead, building on what we already do to bring Jesus to the children in our 

Parishes. 

Sue Godby, Megazone Coordinator, Okewood & Forest Green  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BABY & TODDLER GROUP  

Our Baby & Toddler Group runs every Friday during term time from 10am – 11.30am in 

the Wilson Room, Ewhurst. Everyone is welcome, however we must ask that babies and 

toddlers bring a responsible adult with them. We’ll welcome you and provide some toys 
for you to play with. We have a craft/painting session with Mary Webber. We’ll give you a 

fruit snack and celebrate your birthday at the singalong at the end of the session. 

The benefit to mums, dads, grandparents or carers? You can meet people with children of 

a similar age; chat over tea or fresh filter coffee provided by Roy; and join in the fun. 

Baby change facilities, potties and children’s toilet seats are available in one of our toilets 

As we are part of the church community if you need to arrange a church service (for ex-

ample a baptism or wedding) we can introduce you to the appropriate people. 

Contacts for Baby & Toddler group are: Rosie Smy 01483 351386, Jan Jesson 01483 

27665,  Mary Webber 01483 272032, and Roy Hislop 01483 274359 

All our helpers hold a current DBS certificate. 

Rosie Smy, Baby & Toddler Group Coordinator 

SONNY’S CAFÉ 

Sonny’s café has been a fantastic ministry focused on serving coffee to mums dropping off 

or picking up from Rainbow Nursery and Ewhurst Infants. Due to time changes at the 
schools, numbers began falling during 2018/19. So it was decided to reset and reduce the 

number of days from Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday to just Friday. 

Currently it’s always Sonny’s on a Friday unless it's a school holiday. However, the inten-

tion is very much to see how a café-style ministry can serve people in the Ewhurst com-

munity. So plans will be hatching over the next year. Watch this space. 

Thanks go to all who have kept the Sonny’s flag flying, particularly Unni White. If you 

have any ideas or would like to get involved with a café ministry in Ewhurst, please get in 

touch via the Parish Office. 

Roy Hislop, Sonny’s Café Coordinator  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SAFEGUARDING

“Safeguarding is at the heart of the gospel. We are called to welcome and show compas-

sion to the oppressed and vulnerable and be a voice for the voiceless victims of injustice. 

Safeguarding good practice in church helps us to do this and to develop a culture of care 

underpinned by God’s unconditional love and welcome for all.”  
Diocese of Guildford, Safeguarding Team 

What our parish has achieved this year: 

• Increased understanding of safeguarding 
• Further development of the safeguarding culture 
• 34 people across the parish undertook the Core 1 Safeguarding Training 

• Feedback was that the course was very informative and useful 

• Volunteer roles that require DBS checks have been identified  
• All church related activities across the parish have been identified along with relevant 

leader to enable Risk Assessments to be prepared  
• Some Risk Assessments have been completed. 

• Gaps in Safeguarding Audit have been identified for follow up 

• Parish Safeguarding Contacts are now on Pew Sheet 
• Website has been updated to include Diocese Safeguarding Contact and a link to the 

Safeguarding Policy adopted by our parish 
• Volunteer role descriptions have started to be prepared 

• Safer Recruitment practice is being implemented 

Looking forward: 

• Continue to develop of safeguarding practice and increase safeguarding awareness 

• Follow up outstanding Core 1 Safeguarding training and any further training required  

• Put DBS checks in place for all roles identified (only a few outstanding). 
• Ensure Risk Assessments are completed (and authorised by PCC) for all church related 

activities in the parish 
• Ensure all roles are Safely Recruited 

• Complete all volunteer role descriptions 

Sarah Smith, Parish Safeguarding Officer  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EWHURST INFANT SCHOOL

The partnership between the School and the Church continues to actively flourish and is 

very strong. During the Autumn Term, we were delighted to welcome the Rev. Clare 

Shepherd into the life of our school and as the Rector for our newly-formed parish of 

Ewhurst with Okewood and Forest Green. Clare has become a regular visitor to class-

rooms and assemblies, and she is also a member of our Governing Body. I am very grate-
ful for the continued support of the village school by the members of the church commu-

nity. 

Our links to our parish church underpin our school life, and we fill the church on four 

school occasions each year. The Easter service with the traditional Easter Bonnet parade 

is a marvellous sight; children obviously give so much time and creative energy into the 
project that it makes it a very difficult job to choose a winner from each class. The 

Leavers’ service in July is always a moving occasion as parents and staff reflect on the 

child’s three years at Ewhurst CE Infant School. The church is well attended for the Can-

dlelit Service at Christmas, and the end of term Christmas service. Year 2 are provided 

with the responsibility of reading passages from the Bible and writing the prayers.  

Ewhurst School is the only voluntary aided school in the newly created parish and is a 

shining beacon within the community. We also have strong links to local pre-schools. 

Currently this area is experiencing lower numbers starting school due to the low birth 

rate. 

Our delightful environment and creative curriculum continues to ensure each child 
achieves highly. Each child is known by every member of staff, and personal, social and 

emotional developments are central to our ethos. Our six school Christian values - love, 

friendship, respect, honesty, perseverance and community - are underpinned by Christ-

ian faith like a tree reaching to heaven and rooted in love. It is often commented on by 

visitors how this ethos radiates throughout the school. 

Reflecting on the past year, Ewhurst School was filled with traditional events and new ex-

periences to enrich the learning journey of our pupils. One of the highlights was our an-

nual Science Week, which included a visit from the wonderful Science Wizards, who 

demonstrated a number of amazing scientific experiments with everyday objects and then 

held workshops for all the children to have a go themselves. The children gain great depth 
of knowledge from these first hand experiences and their enthusiasm and excitement was 

infectious. 
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Our annual Easter Pause morning, where the whole school undertakes a range of activi-

ties during the morning, deepens the children’s understanding of the Easter story and 

what it means. The subject last year was ‘Witnesses’. 

Other trips enjoyed by the children last year included Painshill Park, Haslemere Museum, 

Sayers Croft and Amberley Working Museum. Year 2 again took part in the Spring Sing at 
St Catherine’s School, Bramley, along with other local infant schools in the Cobwebs Clus-

ter, where they performed a variety of songs to a very appreciative audience. They had 

worked very hard to learn the words and actions for the songs, and their enthusiastic de-

livery and performance was a joy to see.  

During our annual Feeling Good Week, which took place during July, among many other 
activities the children enjoyed was a whole school trip to Sayers Croft, a skipping work-

shop and our annual Pet Service in the churchyard. Feeling Good Week is part of our 

PSED (Personal, Social, and Emotional Development) curriculum, and apart from the 

Sayers Croft visit, the children enjoyed class-based PSED activities to promote self-es-

teem and well-being, an ‘inside-out’ morning where the children took part in chosen ac-
tivities throughout all three classes, and a family PSED activity for home learning. In Sep-

tember 2018, following the submission of our annual Healthy Schools Review, we were 

thrilled to be awarded Gold Status by Healthy Schools Surrey. This confirmed that, in ad-

dition to holding the Silver Award, the school succeeded in continuing to improve the 

provision of personal, social and emotional development along with embedding a growth 
mindset philosophy throughout our creative curriculum.   

Our Forest Schools sessions for each class have continued to be a huge success, both high-

ly enjoyable for and beneficial to the children. Years 1 and 2 have four afternoon sessions 

in the Autumn and Spring terms, Year 2 at Sayers Croft, led by one of their staff, and Year 

1 in our own Jubilee Garden, also led by a teacher from Sayers Croft. Our Reception class 
also take part in weekly Forest School activities, but in our own Jubilee Garden with Mrs 

Macey, who has been trained in Forest Schools practice. The ethos of Forest Schools is to 

promote learning by exploring the natural world, instilling confidence and self-esteem 

and developing communication skills and physical expertise, and also allowing children 

to assess and take manageable risks in a natural environment while keeping themselves 
safe. The children have enjoyed building a fire, making hot chocolate, building and sailing 

rafts, creating natural sculptures and building dens. Their enthusiasm is wonderful to see, 

and risk-taking, collaborating with others, discussions, problem-solving and persevering 

in the wonderful natural environment of Sayers Croft has, for many children, resulted in 

such skills being transferred into the classroom, supporting their development into suc-
cessful learners.  
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The dates for our Open Morning tours for prospective parents in September 2020 are: 

• Thursday 17 October @ 9.30 and 11.00am 

• Wednesday 6 November @ 9.30 and 11.00am 

• Tuesday 26 November @ 9.30 and 11.00am 

• Thursday 9 January @ 9.30am 

All places on the tour must be booked via the school office on 01483 277291 or 

info@ewhurst.surrey.sch.uk. 

Do view our school website www.ewhurst.surrey.sch.uk to gain further insight into ‘this 

gem of a school’, as one parent described us. 

Jane Dyer, Headteacher 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MUSIC
CHOIR, EWHURST 

The commitment and enthusiasm of the choir is awesome. 

Throughout the long vacancy and subsequently, members have attended the weekly Fri-

day night rehearsal and sung at the Sunday services, come frost or fierce sunshine and 
volunteered cheerfully for the many additional and ad hoc offices.  This includes the ju-

nior choir members together with their parents.  The collective support and encourage-

ment is truly amazing. 

Over the last year, our Bill of Fayre has been wide-ranging and diverse: Carol singing 

around the new parish, the amazing outfits, Josh Root on the guitar; Weddings – 
Natasha’s in particular; the funerals; the glorious Easter Day sunrise celebration on Pitch 

Hill on a very cold morning; The Patronal Festival; Summer Songs of Praise in the mar-

quee at The Old Rectory – and the unforgettable performance of the 20/20 puppet 

celebs; the alfresco Animal Service; Harvest Festival and the stacks of boxes for Humani-

tarian Aid; the experimental 5th Sunday Morning Praise Services; the arrival of the new 
bells; The Institution of the new Rector; the solemnness of All Souls; Remembrance and 

the 100 years so beautifully remembered; the candlelit services of Advent, 9 Lessons & 

Carols; the magic of Christmas. 

Ewhurst is well blessed to have such a committed and enthusiastic body of contributors 

and, throughout the year, so very many others join our ranks to add to our resources, fur-
ther enhancing our musical enjoyment. I am most humbly grateful. 

Sadly, over the last year we have lost two long-standing members of the choir to our Lord 

and Saviour: Don Watson and John Westaway. They are fondly remembered and much 

missed. 

Looking to the future, we have a strong junior section but we do need to keep recruiting, 
in all parts.  Singing is fun, we are a friendly bunch and you/friends would be most wel-

come.  Do please contact me if you wish to know more. 

Val Henry, Director of Music, Ewhurst 

WORSHIP GROUP, OKEWOOD 

One of the most exciting developments resulting from the new Parish merger with 

Ewhurst is the availability of our new Rector’s husband who is an accomplished musician. 

It seemed opportune to get away from singing along to CDs, and instead we now have 
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Will leading the music on guitar each second Sunday, with help so far from Stephen Root 

from St Peter & St Paul on keyboard. This arrangement takes a lot of pressure off the 

Worship Group who now lead the worship on one fewer Sunday in each month. 

Sadly, at the end of last year we lost the regular services of Keith Field, who for well over 

10 years has played keyboard on the four “fifth” Sundays. We shall miss his keyboard bril-
liance and harmonic singing. Hopefully he can be persuaded to step in occasionally in an 

emergency so that we do not lose his services altogether. 

Lily Harding is continuing to play keyboard on the first Sunday in each month, under Jan 

Moir’s tutelage, and we continue to benefit from Carina’s and Wendy’s experience on the 

third and fourth Sundays. On occasion Jane Charman has generously stepped in when we 
are desperate, and on these occasions we have been reminded what a brilliant accompa-

nist she has been for us over many years. 

Jan Moir, as ever, leads the Family Services and plays guitar at all services apart from the 

second Sunday. She has recently undergone a knee replacement and we wish her a swift 

and complete recovery and look forward to having her back with us again. We need you, 
Jan. 

Chris Gate, our stalwart bass guitarist, is willing to be persuaded to play rhythm guitar 

when Jan is not available, and we are grateful to him for his musical knowledge and all-

round willingness to help. 

Ken Hasletine continues as our drummer on weeks 3, 4 and 5, while Cranleigh school-
teacher Phil Waller provides the rhythm and noise at the family services. 

The singers have been swelled in the last year by the addition of Lily’s two younger sisters 

and Phil’s daughter Fenella at some of our services and their presence adds youth and 

charm to the Group. 

The Worship Group was again asked to provide carols and Christmas music at Carols on 
the Green in Ockley last December, even though Ockley is no longer within our Parish. A 

decision has been made that Ockley will need to make its own provisions for this function 

in the future and the Group will turn its attention towards carol singing sessions organ-

ised with the new Parish from now on. 

Finally it is important that I thank all the regular Worship Group singers and the “back-
room-upstairs” boys. They know who they are. 

Peter Bradley, Worship Band Leader, Okewood 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BELL RINGERS

This time last year we were welcoming the bells back from Loughborough after their re-

furbishment. These included two new bells to replace the old 5 and 6. The bells were 

winched back into the tower and rehung. One of the bells that was replaced has gone back 

into the bell chamber and is set up so that it can be chimed from the centre of the church 

before services and the other is on display to make sure everything was in good working 
order. 

We had several groups of visiting ringers through the summer and also hosted the district 

practice as everyone was keen to try the new bells. 

In September we held a tower opening during the Rectory Fete and had a good number of 

visitors including Caitlin who had just come to work in the area. She decided to give ring-
ing a try and joined Pam Childs who had come as a learner not long before this. Since 

then Rev. Rosemary Mason has also joined us. All three are doing very well. Pam and 

Caitlin are now ringing rounds and call changes with the group and Rosemary is very 

close to ringing on her own. We are very grateful to Richard from Albury tower who has 

given instruction and help to the new ringers and also encourages the rest of us to learn 
new methods. His aim is to help an all local band to ring a quarter peal of Bob Doubles. 

After the bells were put back all ringers helped with cleaning and tidying and a new cup-

board was put in to house our equipment and items that need to be stored for the church. 

This enables us to have a safe space to ring and places to sit while ringing is going on. We 

were very pleased to have the offer of an unwanted carpet to smarten up the ringing 
room. 

Rob Matthews is our steeple keeper. I would like to thank him for all the work he has 

done during and after the project. Such things as putting the clock back together, painting 

the ringing rom ceiling and putting on the muffles when needed. 

For the centenary of the end of WW1 we rang with bells half-muffled before the service 
and afterwards without the muffles as a celebration. I would like to thank all the ringers 

for their support for practice nights and for the ringing before the services. 

We practise on Wednesday evening from 7.30-9.00pm. All are welcome to call in for a 

visit to learn more about ringing or even give it a try. 

Jan Jesson, Tower Captain  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THE FLOWER GUILD

The Flower Guild is a team responsible for dressing St Peter & St Paul regularly with sea-

sonal flowers and also providing themed displays for specific Christian celebrations. 

• 2018 was a successful year for the Flower Guild and all of your comments about 

the flowers have been gratefully received by the volunteers. 
• We had 17 people attend our Christmas wreath making fundraiser which went 

down very well, the only improvement would probably be to put on 2 sessions. 
• The 2019 Flower rota is completed and distributed (thank you Liz for helping to 

get that out). 
• For 2019 Ro Stewart has kindly offered to look after the Easter lily arrangements 

this year, Wendy Worby kindly took responsibility of the Lent wreath and Jess will 

be arranging the Mothering Sunday posies.  
• Jess has encouraged new recruits to the rota and has also explained that we are 

happy to relax the style of flowers that volunteers can do for their week (pedestals 

put some people off) this may mean using the vases more or bringing in arrange-
ments of pot plants – all of which are better for the environment as well as they 

don’t use oasis.  
• In future we will only buy the bio-degradable oasis from Something Special now it 

is available.  
• Ideally Jess would like to stand down from overseeing the flower rota/admin/

budget and be available to do more for weddings, events and the Rectory Fete. 

Ideally we would have a team of 2 or 3 co-ordinating the guild – all ideas welcome. 

Grania Elston has already offered to make a weekly phone call to the volunteer on 

duty – this is also a great help.  

Jess Hogan Smith, Flower Guild Coordinator 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FUNDRAISING REPORT

The Fund Raising Group has now merged with the fund raisers from the Roof Repair 

Project so that we can use our joint expertise to achieve the funding we all need. However, 

money raised for the Roof Repair Fund is a separate account and is not used for general 

church maintenance. Working together has meant that we can plan events so that there is 

not a clash of interests. 

We have continued with our usual annual Fund Raising events this year and have 

achieved good results from all of them. This year, the Easter Market and especially the 

Rectory Fete both benefited from help from Okewood and Forest Green. Both were popu-

lar events and attracted a wider range of people than in previous years.  The success of 

these events is due to good forward planning, publicity plus volunteers on the day – not 
to mention the generosity of those who support the events. Free rides on the Classic Bus 

to the Easter Market at The Parrot, Forest Green continue to make this event popular 

with young children.  

We held our annual Gift Day outside the village shop in June and again benefited from 

the generosity of the village, as well as people with more tenuous links to the church. A 
Stewardship Campaign was launched this year to get more people to donate online by di-

rect debit. This method was already operating in Okewood and Forest Green and it was 

decided to include Ewhurst donors in the same scheme, making this a whole parish initia-

tive. This proved successful in Ewhurst, with a high percentage of people changing to the 

new system and many increasing their donations. The church was represented at Ewhurst 
Carnival where we sold our logo products and also helped the Roof Repair Team by ad-

vertising for “Save a Slab” donations. Our sales table continues to operate in the Wilson 

Room, boosted by sales of the parish Christmas and Easter cards which are now also sold 

at Okewood and Forest Green. 

Our biennial Big Day and Night Out did not run this summer, as this year, the village 
hosted Ewhurst Carnival. Instead, our main fund raising event was “A Day at the Races”. 

This was compered by our resident horse racing expert, Brough Scott, who encouraged us 

to place our bets and entertained us with anecdotes from his racing career. He also gen-

erously donated a real “Day at the Races” hosted by him at a local race course, which was 

auctioned to boost our funds. The money raised from this event was thanks to the many 
who attended and the generous sponsorship of races and horses by local businesses and 

individuals. 
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Planning for 2019 events began at the end of the year, especially for the Big Day Out, 

which in 2019, along with the evening event, will be a joint parish event for the first time.  

The evening event is now called “Ewhurst Rocks” instead of its original name, The Big 

Night Out. Due to time pressures, the booking of bands and equipment was completed by 

the end of 2018, thanks to the foresight and hard work of Martin Lockwood. Hopefully, 
the rest of the organisation can now be a joint parish effort. Tickets and advertising have 

already begun, thanks to the input of Will Shepherd and Phil Henry. 

Plans for the Easter Market were also started in 2018, due to the new managers at the 

Parrot who have welcomed the idea of the Market continuing at the venue. Again, now 

that the basics are sorted, we will make this a joint parish event. 

None of the above events would happen without the hard work and dedication of all the 

people in the Fund Raising Group who gave so generously of their time and talents. We 

also want to thank the many people who support us by coming to events, donating their 

time and talents to help, as well as providing items for sales, raffles and food for meals – 

none of this would happen without you. 

Fundraising Team  

OUTWARD GIVING

During 2018 ten charities were supported by the church, raising a total of £5,839 for a 

wide range of good causes some in this area and others further afield. Nine hundred 

pounds was also raised for the Church Roof. It has always been our aim to provide enjoy-

able social occasions at reasonable prices. 

Thanks to our hardworking committee, the many people who cook soups and meals, 
especially delicious puddings, food is a major part of the programme. Thank you, too, 
to everyone who supports the events. 

  

Our next main event is an Evening with George Yates with his wonderful magic and his 
Friends. It will be in aid of Alzheimer Research UK on Friday 17 May in the Wilson Room. 

Anne Barrett-Lennard 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PARISH VENUES

THE WILSON ROOM 

The Wilson Room is a fabulous resource in Ewhurst and for the wider Parish. It has a 

beautiful oak-beamed, large communal room, a fully equipped kitchen, disabled toilets 
and is home to the Parish Office. As such it is a warm, attractive place to welcome people 

and hold host of church-focused events and meetings. 

The Wilson Room has allowed the church to broaden its ministry with a range of activi-

ties and groups: informal services; bible study and fellowship courses; Treasure Seekers 

(Sunday School); SNAK youth group; Sonny’s café; Lent lunches;  Baby and Toddler 

groups; social and fundraising events; PCC meetings. 

Going forward, the successful activities in The Wilson Room will continue but we’ll be 
looking to widen the flavour and variety of meetings and events with a view to fulfilling 

our parish vision and mission. 

THE ARK 

The Ark is where 'Megazone' (Sunday School) and other church activities regularly take 

place. It is also available to churches seeking a venue for away-days, quiet days or re-

treats. 

This summer the Friends of Okewood will be funding the exterior redecoration of the Ark.  

We continue to have repeat bookings from various churches who love to come to our 
beautiful, peaceful setting. And thanks to Clare recommending the Ark to lots of her con-
tacts, we have had several enquiries from new hirers. 

The poor condition of parts of the road surface up to the Ark is giving some concern and 
investigations are underway to find out the extent of the repair work required. 

The Ark continues to function, but would benefit from a dedicated team of people willing 
to devote some time and energy into developing its potential. 

Again, ideas for how to further use this unique woodland venue will be worked on and 
any inspiration is very welcome. 

Liz Coleman, Parish Administrator 
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BUILDING MAINTENANCE
ROOF REPAIR FUND, ST PETER & ST PAUL 

The main work in 2018 was appointing specialists to fully survey the repair work to be 

done on the church roof and to get realistic costings. The initial Grant of £20,200 from 

the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) was granted to cover these costs. As well as the repair 
work survey and costings, an Environmental Survey was required to check on possible the 

impacts of the work on local wildlife. To fully deal with this work, a quantity surveyor and 

an environmentalist have been appointed to the Team. During the surveys, two of the bell 

tower buttresses were found to be unstable but thankfully HLF released extra money to 

allow them to be made safe. Historic England also looked at the surveys and from the lev-
el of work needed for repairs to the whole church and from this they have put the church 

on the “At Risk” Register. This does not mean the church is unsafe to use but highlights 

that if will be if work is not done within the next five to ten years, this could become the 

case. This does mean we are now high priority when applying for repair grants to various 

organisations.  

 As a result of all the surveys for the repair work, the second round application for repair 

work was submitted in September 2018. Sadly the costings showed that with the money 

available from this second part of our grant, we could only afford to have the Chancel and 

part of the Bell Tower repaired. These were chosen as they are the most damaged areas. 

The HLF has generously given us £180,200 towards these costs but this is not enough for 
all the work needed on the Chancel. However, we have had generous donations from a 

variety of organisations both local and national. The national organisations are the Na-

tional Churches Trust, who in partnership with Surrey Churches Preservation Society, 

have donated £7,500 and Churchcare, through the Wolfson Foundation have donated 

£7,000. Ewhurst History Society and Ewhurst Secret Gardens have also made donations. 
We have held fundraising events with a Golf Day and Dinner Dance, Harvest Lunch, Race 

Night in November and the Quiz at the Bulls Head, all helping to boost funds. The Save a 

Slab campaign has been very successful with a large number of residents and former resi-

dents contributing, which reflects how much people value the church as part of village 

life. We still have a deficit of about £13,000 but hope to cover this with continued fund 
raising and donations which we are sure the people of Ewhurst will continue to support. 

As well as the building work, the Team will also be developing education materials for vis-

iting children and adults to use to give them a better understanding of the history of our 

church and what makes it so special. We will be trialling some of these materials during 

this summer and into next year. 
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Our architect, Rena Pitsilli-Graham drew up a Faculty document and full specifications 

for the repair work, which was submitted and accepted by the Diocese, Historic England 

and the HLF in June. With the help of the Quantity Surveyor the repair work has been 

costed and put out to tender and a contractor has been nominally appointed to do the 
work. Repair work on the Chancel will hopefully begin in late summer this year. The 

building work cannot start until this late date as the Chancel eaves are used by nesting 

swifts and no work can begin until the fledglings have flown. The work requires scaffold-

ing around the outside of the Chancel, so access to this part of the churchyard will be re-

stricted. Building work will only be on week days, so there should be no disruption to ser-
vices and timing for Funerals and special services will be negotiated with the builders. 

The repair work will continue into 2020 when internal repair work will be done, but 

again, disruption to services will hopefully be minimal. However, all this depends on what 

the true state of the chancel roof is found to be, as this cannot be fully assessed until the 

different layers of the roof are removed during the repair work. 

As previously, updates on the work will continue to be on the pew sheet, in News and 

Views and on the Restoration website www.ewhurstchurchrestoration.com as well as in-

formation on all our fundraising activities.  

The Team would like to thank everyone for their support in the past and for the future, 

this Project cannot happen without you. 

Ewhurst Roof Repair Project Team 

FRIENDS OF OKEWOOD CHURCH 

The Friends of St John the Baptist, Okewood, otherwise known as The Friends of Oke-

wood Church, was established as a registered charity in September 2010. 

Its objectives are to “advance the Christian religion by the restoration, preservation, re-
pair, maintenance, improvement and beautification of the Church of St John the Baptist, 

Okewood in the Diocese of Guildford, and of the monuments, fittings, fixtures, stained 

glass, furniture, ornaments and chattels in the Church and the Churchyard”. 

The Trustees are Barry Thomson (acting Chairman), Tony Godby, Peter Bradley, Mairi 

Inglis-Jones and Sam Edginton (Treasurer). Rev. Clare Shepherd and Tony Brimelow, 
Churchwarden, are ex-officio trustees. 
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During 2018 Gill Christie stepped down as Chairman and we are most grateful to her for 

the invaluable role which she has performed during her 6 year chairmanship. 

 Four Trustees meetings were held during the year and 2 successful fundraising events 

held, an evening of sketches in June provided by Peter Bradley and the Ewhurst Players 

and a carol concert in December featuring a choir from Ashtead.  

Newsletter No. 3 was produced in November. A number of individuals who are not mem-

bers of the congregation continue to give regular financial support to The Friends. 

Barry Thomson, acting Chairman  

FRIENDS OF HOLY TRINITY FOREST GREEN 

The driveway to the church has now been upgraded. Many thanks to Ray Gibbs for get-
ting this organised. 

The ‘Friends of Holy Trinity Forest Green’ are still targeting two items that the quinquen-

nial report of 2015 identified main items of building fabric that require action are as fol-

lows. 

• Minor roof repairs to re-fix slipped roof tiles and clear gutters and downpipes (Quin-
quennial)  

• General repairs to all the leaded light windows (Circa £7,000) (Quinquennial)  

A very successful organ concert was held last October in order to raise further funds for 

the stained-glass window repairs. Our very grateful thanks go out to Philip Drew, David & 

Harriet Hansell for their wonderful performances that made everything go so well. On the 
night we raised more than £1,100. We now have sufficient funds for the stained-glass 

window repairs and have now formally applied for a Faculty (Church Planning Permis-

sion) to the Diocese of Guildford. Hopefully the works will be carried out this summer.  

Many thanks to my fellow Trustees who have helped plan things through the past year. 

Peter Bennett, Chairperson 

!35



THE PARISH OF EWHURST WITH OKEWOOD & FOREST GREEN

TREASURER

FINANCIAL REPORT 2018 

Background 

The Parish of Ewhurst with Okewood and Forest Green PCC is a corporate body estab-

lished by the Church of England and operates under the Parochial Church Council (Pow-

ers) Measure. It has the responsibility of co-operating with the incumbent,  Rev. Clare 

Shepherd (from 02/10/18), in promoting to the ecclesiastical parish the whole mission of 

the Church: pastoral, evangelistic, social and ecumenical. It also has the  maintenance re-
sponsibilities for the Church and the Church grounds. The PCC is registered with the 

Charity Commission. 

EOFG Unrestricted funds ended 2018 with a surplus of £7,873 (compared with a surplus 

of £367 in 2016), Total income was £124,637 and expenditure £116,764. The result was 

better than expected thanks to kind donations and  careful management of expenditure. 

The planned giving continues to meet 52% of the General Expenditure, leaving us to de-

pend on fund raising and one off donations to meet the rest of our running costs. We are 

extremely grateful for the fantastic support from those parishioners who make the 

promises each year. With an average per promise of £388 per year (including gift aid) it 

can be seen that there is a real commitment from our members for what we do and a need 
to continue this commitment further within the parish.  

With the hope that we might diversify income we have encouraged legacy giving as a way 

of funding the Church. The overall finances remain strong, although there is still too high 

a dependency on the same several people. Maintaining 3 Church buildings, plus two 

Church rooms, as well as running a very active parish, will remain an ongoing challenge 
in the future. 

Restricted funds: Ewhurst Bells and Roof have continued to be fund raising and spending 

The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the accounting policies 

set out in notes to the accounts and comply with the charity’s governing document, the 

Charities Act 2011 and Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recom-
mended Practice applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the 

Financial Reporting Standard FRS102. 

We are immensely grateful to Samantha Edginton, who is our Independent Examiner, We 

also thank Colin Stewart  & Peter Bennett who helps with collecting the cash and banking.  
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Reserve Policy 

The Finance Committee of the PCC conducts and annual review of the level of reserves by 
considering risks associated with the various income streams, expenditure plans and bal-

ance sheet items. This enables an estimate to be made of the level of reserves that are suf-

ficient to continue to meet its objectives. 

Risks and issues considered in making this judgement included: 

• The over-dependence on any single source of income or likelihood of downturn in in-
come 

• The period of time required to re-establish income streams or downsize activities 

• The adequacy of control over budgets 

• The requirement for a reasonable level of working capital 

The PCC has agreed that we should hold unrestricted funds equal to at least a minimum 
of three months’ budgeted unrestricted expenditure.  

The PCC has in addition restricted funds totalling £285,933. The purpose of these re-

stricted funds is detailed overleaf. 

Michelle Matthews FCCA FMAAT  - Treasurer 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2018 Running Costs 
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Budget to 
date

Whole 
Parish

St Peter & 
St Paul

St John 
the Baptist

Holy 
Trinity

Income

£ £ £ £ £

Planned Giving   70,643.33 61,611.35 44,056.07 13,601.48 3,953.81 

Gift Aid   17,660.83 17,362.00 13,569.72 2,828.77 963.52 

Interest   9,000.00 9,347.38 9,347.38 0.00 0.00 

Other Income 25,118.01 20,727.57 3,713.86 676.58 

Fund Raising   4,500.00 11,198.26 8,103.63 1,547.31 1,547.31 

101,804.16 124,637.00 95,804.37 21,691.42 7,141.22 

Expenses

Parish Share   64,282.25 64,282.25 51,425.80 9,642.34 3,214.11 

Repairs & Maintenance   24,958.00 18,675.40 13,477.84 2,647.92 2,549.64 

Service Costs inc Music   14,877.00 11,814.17 9,234.11 1,357.26 1,222.80 

Parish Office   10,449.00 7,480.36 2,467.62 2,540.12 2,472.62 

Other Costs 5,848.95 4,417.18 1,162.71 269.06 

Churchyard   7,637.00 8,662.87 7,019.87 1,227.00 416.00 

122,203.25 116,764.00 88,042.42 18,577.34 10,144.24 

Net Deficit/Surplus 2018 (20,399.09) 7,873.00 7,761.95 3,114.07 (3,003.02)
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Draft Accounts @  31/12/2018
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