
 

Minutes of the Meeting of Parishioners and Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

Monday 16th May 2022 8pm, in the Wilson Room 

 

The welcome, opening prayer and Rector’s report were given by Rev’d Clare Shepherd.  

Clare Shepherd proposed that John White chair the Meeting of Parishioners, seconded by Clive Ward, and 

agreed by all those present. 

 

Meeting of Parishioners 
 

Election of two churchwardens for St Peter and St Paul, Ewhurst  
Nomination – Clive Ward, proposed by Jane Harry, seconded by Elizabeth Coleman 
Nomination – Liz Tingley, proposed by Martin Lockwood, seconded by Malcolm McGill 
There being no other nominations Clive and Liz were duly elected.  
 
Election of two churchwardens for St John the Baptist, Okewood  
Nomination – David Steel, proposed by Mairi Inglis-Jones, seconded by Liz Thorne 
There being no other nominations David was duly elected. 
John White gave all the churchwardens our thanks for their work in the past year. John welcomed Liz 
Tingley to her new post, and Clare presented Bill and Tony with a token of our appreciation for all their 
efforts and support over the last 3 and 4 years respectively. 
 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
 
Clive Ward, Vice Chair of the PCC, then took the chair. 
 
Apologies for absence – Val Henry, Belinda Kerry, Amanda George, Shirley Dighton, Jan Moir, Bob Foley, 
Liz Foley, Anne Charlesworth, Mike Brady, Will Shepherd, Janet Templeman, Angie Thomas, Martin 
Lockwood, Colin Stewart, Ro Stewart. 
 
The minutes of the Annual Parochial Church Meeting held on 4th May 2021 were agreed as a true record.  
Proposed by Michelle Matthews, seconded by David Steel. All were in favour.  
The Chairman subsequently signed the minutes. 
 
A report on the updated church Electoral Roll as printed in the Annual Reports was received. 
The total number of people on the Electoral Roll is 162 (last year 162)  
This is made up of 99 people at St Peter and St Paul, Ewhurst (last year 102)  
55 people at St John the Baptist, Okewood (last year 52)  
8 people at Holy Trinity, Forest Green (last year 8) 
 
Members on the Electoral Roll and present at the meeting were required to elect to the Parochial Church 
Council four representatives to serve for a term of three years, and one representative to serve for a period 
of two years.  
There were three nominees for five places. 
Val Henry (proposed by Jackie May, seconded by Jan Jesson) - a term of 3 years 
Joanna Cadman (proposed by Liz Tingley, seconded by Martin Lockwood) - a term of 3 years 
Shirley Dighton (proposed by Kay Steel, seconded by Liz Coleman) – a term of 3 years 
Clive thanked Will Shepherd who is retiring from the PCC this year. It is noted that after being elected to 
the PCC last year Jackie Avery then resigned from her post due to her commitment to the Friends of St 
Peter & St Paul. 
There are currently two spaces on the PCC. 



A written report on the proceedings of the PCC during the previous year was received. 

Clive thanked those who had contributed reports for their work and also Will Shepherd for all his hard work 

in putting the reports and financial statements together in such a professional format.  

Michelle Matthews gave the following report on the Parish finances: 
Through careful management of our finances we were able to restrict our annual deficit in 2021 to 
£7,256.21.  
Just as we were closing the year end we received a wonderful legacy of £75,708.99 from Vera Worsey 
bringing our annual accounts to a surplus of £68,452.78. As a result, the PCC decided to mirror the 
generosity that we have received, giving a further £5,000 to third-party charities. 
Clive explained that the PCC has a policy for large donations of donating 10% of the net receipt, after 
making provision for 3 month’s operating expenses. 
In addition, we again were given a donation of £17,310.00 to our outward-ministry fund.  
We are extremely thankful to everyone who supports the parish with financial donations. Our monthly 
planned giving works out at £9 per month per donor, which is one of the lowest rates in our Diocese. Please 
pray about whether you can increase your planned giving during this next year. 
The News & Views magazine has made a profit this year. Clive gave thanks to the combined efforts of Will 
Shepherd and Peter Bennett for all their fantastic work in making this happen. 
We are incredibly grateful to our Independent Examiner Jill Wright FCCA Hon. Treasurer at 
Frensham PCC. 
This parish has joined a small group of churches in the diocese whose treasurers are examining each other’s 
accounts for free. I examine the accounts for Goldsworth Park PCC.  
 
Michelle proposed that we elect Jill Wright as Independent Examiner for the year ending 31 December 
2022. Seconded by David Steel. All were in favour. 
Michelle confirmed that our 2020 Accounts are now filed with the Charity Commission. 
 
Written reports on the fabric of the churches, the proceedings of Deanery Synod and many of the groups 
within our churches were received by the meeting.  
Jane Harry requested that the Harvest donations given to BHA for children in Ukraine be added to the 
Charities report. This was agreed. 
 
Clive stated to the meeting that we require more volunteers for various roles within our churches, for 
example bell ringers and people to operate the camera in order to broadcast our Sunday services online. 
Will Shepherd is stepping back from his communications role and we therefore need someone to organise 
our Facebook page, and oversee the website, as well as an editor for News & Views and graphic design of 
our posters and leaflets. Please contact the parish office if you would be interested in helping with any of 
these jobs. eofgparish@gmail.com 
  
One item of any other business had been received prior to the meeting, regarding having a list of people to 
pray for on the weekly news sheet. Rev’d Clare addressed this in her Rector’s report at the beginning of the 
meeting and stated that going forward there would be a space in the weekly news sheet for ‘prayers for 
healing’. This was well received by those present at the meeting. 
 
Clive stated that the next PCC meeting would be held in the Wilson room at 8pm on Thursday 26 May. 
 
Bill Bruford gave a vote of thanks to Clare, thanking her for her energy and commitment in another year of 
change and uncertainty. 
 
Clare thanked the Church wardens, the Leadership Team and the PCC for all their hard work and support.  
 
Clare then said the LYCIG prayer for church and parish growth and the meeting closed with everyone 
saying the Grace. 
 

 

Notes; the meeting closed at 8.30pm and there were 43 people in attendance. 
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